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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-4, 6, 10-13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Parkkila (US 6.223.037). 

A. Regarding claims 1 and 10, Parkkila discloses a cell selection method during loss 
of service comprising: 

• A mobile station in which values of various cellular system parameters are stored 
in memory. 

• A measurement procedure (figure 3, item 312) that is initiated when a loss of 
service occurs. The loss of service could be moving away from the coverage 
area of a cell or in a "dead zone" of a cell (column 7, lines 39-47). This loss of 
service measurement procedure is performed by the mobile station on BCCH 
carriers that were included in the last BCCH carrier allocation received from the 
network before loss of service occurred (column 7, lines 48-52). 

• A camping procedure if a BCCH carrier or cell is found (figure 3, items 314, 306). 

• A network search if a BCCH carrier is not found (figure 3, item 318). 

B. Regarding claims 2 and 1 1 , Parkkila discloses that the mobile station determines 
and maintains the average received level for all BCCH carriers in the BA and also 
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measures the 6 strongest BCCH carriers, synchronizes to them, and decodes the 
BCCH carrier data block (column 7, lines 24-29). 

C. Regarding claims 3 and 12, Parkkila discloses a timer that times a network 
search that will run for a predetermined period of time, X seconds (column 8, lines 9- 
29). 

D. Regarding claims 4 and 13, Parkkila discloses a communications system shown 
in figure 1 with 10 cells, but states in column 4, lines 5-6, that in practice the number of 
cells may be much larger. Therefore allowing a system comprising no more than 20. 

E. Regarding claims 6 and 15, Parrkkila discloses an example of network loss when 
a mobile station moves out of a coverage area (column 7, lines 39-42). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5, 7-9, 14, and 16-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Parkkila (US 6,223,037) in view of Bamburak et al. (US 6,31 1 ,064). 
A. Regarding claims 5 and 14, Parkkila discloses a cell selection method during loss 
of service comprising: 

• A mobile station in which values of various cellular system parameters are stored 
in memory. 
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• A measurement procedure (figure 3. item 312) that is initiated when a loss of 
service occurs. The loss of service could be moving away from the coverage 
area of a cell or in a "dead zone" of a cell (column 7, lines 39-47). This loss of 
service measurement procedure is performed by the mobile station on BCCH 
carriers that were included in the last BCCH carrier allocation received from the 
network before loss of service occurred (column 7, lines 48-52). 

• A camping procedure if a BCCH carrier or cell is found (figure 3, items 314, 306). 

• A network search if a BCCH carrier is not found (figure 3, item 318). 

Parkkila does not explicitly disclose the step of identifying whether the cell details to be 
stored have already been stored. Bamburak et al. discloses a powered down selection 
of a preferable wireless communications service comprising a mobile communications 
device that has a master search schedule. An example of how the search schedule 
operates is if band B is programmed in the first slot, the slot originally containing band B 
is made blank (column 9, lines 29-47). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the search 
method of Bamburak et al. in the cell selection method of Parkkila in order to avoid 
searching the same band or cell twice. 

B. Regarding claims 7 and 16, Bamburak et al. discloses a registration process with 
a service provider after a mobile communications device "powers up" (column 5, lines 
15-26). Therefore showing a network loss when the mobile communications device is 
off. 
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C. Regarding claim 8, Bamburak et al. discloses a search scratch pad that is used 
to record the amplitude or strength and location of a received signal. This device is 
used to search different frequency bands are cleared to prepare for searching another 
band (figure 7). 

D. Regarding claim 9, Bamburak et al. discloses that the communications device 
examines received service provider code e.g., SOCs or SIDs to determine whether a 
service provider is an optimal one (column 5. lines 22-26). Furthemriore Bamburak et al. 
discloses that cellular and PCS frequency bands are also searched (column 6, lines 15- 
57). 

E. Regarding claim 17, the combination of Parkkila and Bamburak et al. disclose the 
limitations. 

• Bamburak et al. discloses a method that includes determining whether the 
service provider used before power down was an optimal service provider after 
power-up of a mobile communications device (figure 4, item 32). Furthermore 
the SOC and SID of the last service provider and a list of optimal and preferred 
service providers is stored in memory of the mobile communications device 
(column 5, lines 36-38). 

• Parkkila discloses that the mobile station determines and maintains the average 
received level for all BCCH carriers in the BA and also measures the 6 strongest 
BCCH carriers, synchronizes to them, and decodes the BCCH carrier data block 
(column 7, lines 24-29). In this embodiment the threshold level is 6. 
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• Parkkila discloses a process that loops (figure 302-310) until a suitable cell is 
located within the network and at least one cell in the network remains below a 
threshold (column 7, lines 15-34). Therefore since the process updates, old cell 
details are removed. 

• Parkkila discloses that on turn on of the mobile station, network acquisition and 
camping is checked and then performed if a suitable cell is found (figure 3, items 
300, 302, 304. 306). 

• Parkkila discloses a camping procedure if a BCCH carrier or cell is found after a 
loss of service (figure 3. items 314, 306). 

• Parkkila discloses a network search if a BCCH carrier is not found (figure 3, item 
318). When an available network is found, the mobile station will perform 
network acquisition and camping (figure 3, items 320, 306). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nam Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272-5970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m.-5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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